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Report Highlights: 

On July 10, India’s Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) published Office 

Memorandum L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542) granting a one-month extension in the 

implementation of the integrated veterinary health certificate for import of milk and milk 

products. As per DAHD’s January 3, 2024, notification, the implementation of the integrated 

veterinary health certificate was to begin from July 1, 2024, but has been delayed to August 1, 

2024, owing to requests from the Indian industry and a joint FAS-USTR request 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Department of 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) website https://dahd.nic.in/trade. The Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, 

USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government 

of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local 

rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use 

Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Internet Explorer. Indian host sites will 

geo-block site access on a rolling basis].  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION:  

 

On July 10, 2024, India’s Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) published on 

its website Office Memorandum (OM) L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542), announcing a delay in 

the implementation of its integrated veterinary health certificate (VHC) requirements for import 

of milk and milk products. The implementation will now begin from August 1, 2024 (see 

Appendix I). Earlier, in January 2024, DAHD notified an implementation date of July 1, 2024, 

but it was not implemented owning to a combination of requests from concerned Indian 

importers and a joint FAS – U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) letter.  

  

The DAHD memorandum notes that shipments of milk and milk products from all exporting 

countries must have a bill of lading and an integrated VHC after July 31, 2024, to comply with 

the integrated VHC requirements, as published by DAHD on March 31, 2023 (see, GAIN-

INDIA-IN2023-0030-Got Milk-India’s DAHD Publishes Its Integrated Veterinary Health 

Certificate for the Import of Milk and Milk Products).  

 

Background: On March 31, 2023, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and 

Dairying/Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD), published its integrated 

veterinary health certificate (VHC) for the import of milk and milk products into India. The 

integrated VHC incorporates the DAHD’s sanitary requirements along with those of the Ministry 

of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) food 

safety requirements. The integrated VHC needs to be certified by the exporting country's 

authority for consignments being exported to India (see, GAIN-INDIA-IN2023-0030-Got Milk-

India’s DAHD Publishes Its Integrated Veterinary Health Certificate for the Import of Milk and 

Milk Products). On July 17, 2023, the DAHD published Office Memorandum to grant additional 

transition time to stakeholders before implementation began on the requirements of VHC for the 

import of milk and milk products into India. That modified implementation date was December 

31, 2023 (see, GAIN-INDIA-IN2023-0053-India-Implementation of Transition Period for the 

Integrated Veterinary Health Certificate for Imports of Milk and Milk Products). However, on 

January 3, 2024, the DAHD granted another six months in response to requests received from 

U.S. government and Indian industry stakeholders. It was extended from 31, December to June 

30, 2024 (see, GAIN-INDIA-IN2024-0001- Timeline for Implementation of Integrated 

Veterinary Health Certificate Gets Another Extension). The most recent extension continues in 

the same vein to provide sufficient transition time for the new requirements to be met and 

prevent any disruption in trade.  
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The full text of Office Memorandum (OM) L-11/1/2019-Trade (E-11542) is found on the 

DAHD’s website located at: 

https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/VeterinaryHealthCertificate.pdf.  

Appendix I: India Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying- July 2024, Revised 

Office Memorandum Relating to the Veterinary Health Certificate for the Import of Milk 

and Milk Products 

 

https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/VeterinaryHealthCertificate.pdf


 
      
 

 
 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


